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The Department of Fisheries and Wildlife (FW) is pleased to announce the annual competition for its 
graduate fellowships. We encourage graduate students to apply! Fellowship funds can be used in a variety 
of ways, such as funding travel to a workshop or conference, or covering basic life expenses. Receiving a 
fellowship and including that on your CV is also one way of demonstrating your accomplishments and 
career potential. These fellowships typically range from $2,500 to $5,000 awarded to each recipient (varies 
with the fellowship).   
  
The Fellowships. The FW Department administers several graduate student fellowships. FW uses a 
common application process (described below) for the Ball Fisheries and Wildlife, Glassen Conservation 
Medicine, Maison, Tanner Fisheries Excellence, Peters, and Wallach Fellowships. A full description of each 
fellowship is available below. Note that the Wallach Fellowship is open to students from any MSU academic 
department. The other fellowships are open only to graduate students pursuing a degree in Fisheries and 
Wildlife. Applications will be reviewed by the Fisheries and Wildlife Department Graduate Committee. 
  
Responsibilities of Fellowship Awardees. Fellowship funds for awards will be distributed at the beginning 
of the fall 2024 semester provided you are a registered student at MSU (except for the Wallach, which is 
distributed in spring). Fellowship recipients will be asked to provide a brief explanation for how the funds 
were allocated. In addition, recipients will be required to acknowledge/express thanks for their fellowship 
in a letter to respective donor families (with a copy to the Department) prior to release of fellowship 
money. Student recipients also must acknowledge financial support of ‘the specific endowment (fellowship 
award) within the Fisheries and Wildlife Department at Michigan State University’ when appropriate (e.g., 
research presentations, publications). Fellowship recipients are recognized at the Fisheries and Wildlife 
annual student awards event in spring. 
  
The Application Process. We use a common application process to award the fellowships. Two Google 
Forms are involved in submitting a complete application. The information that each applicant provides on 
the Google Form: ‘2024 Application Form for Graduate Fellowships Administered through the Fisheries and 
Wildlife Department’ will be used to determine eligibility of each applicant for each fellowship. Each 
applicant will be considered for the fellowships for which they are eligible. Applicants will also submit their 
CV and 1-page essay to this form. Applicants are also required to provide 2 reference letters, one of which 
is written by the applicant’s advisor(s). Letter writers should be instructed to submit their letters to the 
Google Form: ‘2024 FW-administered Graduate Fellowships. Form for submitting Letters of Support’. Direct 
links for each of these Google Forms are provided below.   
 
Applicants Submit this Form: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_y8yZ6hvJN5ZF2bdf8TPfcUIMRNIZHk9Bd6NO5oyMsr5vkg/vi
ewform?usp=sf_link 
 
Letter Writers Submit this Form: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCDQQXaohBMzbtg_8Uajvw3ItvIRLv1icPvmzg8jR_847ojw/vi
ewform?usp=sf_link 

 

Application Deadline for All Materials: February 15, 2024 
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Fellowship Descriptions 
 
Robert C. Ball and Betty A. Ball Fisheries and Wildlife Fellowship. The purpose of this award is to recognize 
a student(s) committed to the study of fisheries, limnology, or water quality and who are U.S. Citizens. Dr. 
Robert C. Ball was one of the first members of the faculty in the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife at 
Michigan State University. He is a well-known and respected limnologist. During his tenure, the limnology 
program within the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife was highly regarded nationally and he served as 
the advisor for many graduate students who became well-known limnologists. In addition to his faculty 
role, Dr. Ball also served as the Director of the Institute for Water Research. Two ~$5,000 awards. 
 
Hal and Jean Glassen Conservation Medicine Fellowship. The purpose of this award is to recognize a 
student committed to the study of Fish and Wildlife Disease Ecology and Conservation Medicine. Hal and 
Jean Glassen were avid hunters who believed in the scientific management of wildlife. Lifelong 
conservationists, they supported research and programs aimed at habitat improvement, sustainable 
harvest through controlled hunting, and understanding the carrying capacity of land for wildlife. This 
fellowship was established as a means of providing support to deserving graduate students enrolled in the 
Fish and Wildlife Disease Ecology and Conservation Medicine Specialization and pursuing graduate-level 
research related to the goals of this specialization. Student must be a graduate student who is or will be 
enrolled in the Fish and Wildlife Disease Ecology and Conservation Medicine Specialization pursuing a MS 
or PhD degree. Two ~$4,000 awards. 
 
The Joseph Laurence Maison Fellowship. The purpose of this award is to recognize a student who is 
committed to pursuing a career in wildlife conservation. Joe Maison, who was a Michigan outdoorsman and 
hunter all his life, through experience came to understand something of the lives of local wildlife. He had 
great respect for the state’s animals, birds and fish and appreciated the idea of habitat conservation. Two 
~$2,500 awards. 
 
Dr. Howard A. Tanner Fisheries Excellence Fellowship. The purpose of this award is to recognize a student 
who is committed to fisheries research related to the Great Lakes, connecting waterway or tributary stream 
research. Dr. Howard Tanner is an alumnus of the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife earning his Ph.D. 
under the direction of Dr. Robert Ball – a   well-respected limnologist. In the mid-1960’s, Dr. Tanner served as 
the Chief of the Fisheries Division of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) where he was 
heavily involved in the initial salmon stocking in the Great Lakes. From there, he served as the Director of 
Natural Resources for the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources at Michigan State University. One 
~$2,500 award. 
 
John Peters and Marieta Peters Endowed Fellowship. The purpose of this award is to recognize a graduate 
student who seeks a career in aquatic biology related to fisheries and wetlands resources, an interest in the 
protection and management of aquatic habitats dealing with issues related to physical changes of channels, 
water quality, and the allocation of water resources. Dr. Peters professional career spanned 3 decades with 
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Bureau of Reclamation, and Environmental Protection 
Agency. His work focused on the aquatic environment with particular interest in environmental protection of 
aquatic resources. Two ~ 2,500 awards. 
 
The Vera M. Wallach Graduate Fellowship. This award is for Michigan State University graduate students 
studying wildlife management, wildlife ecology, or natural resource management, or conducting Arctic and 
Antarctic research, with emphasis on the protection and preservation of wildlife in those regions. Priority 
shall be given to students who are citizens or residents of Denmark, or the US, in that order. Funds for this 
award will be distributed during the spring semester after acknowledgment of award is received. 
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